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In a notice on p. 504 will be found a description of 
the objects with. which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of ‘Trade was, established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied, as far as 
possible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 2 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 498—503. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
supply— 
Spans 60 feet. 
j The conditions of contract may be obtained 
on application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, 


a 


Tenders for 
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Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that Office by 
2 o'clock p.m. on Tuesday, the 11th December, 1900, after which 
time no tender will be received. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

Baguiries Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
relating to Trad Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained. 

Home Enquiries—The manufacturer of a successful belting 
dressing, asks to be placed in communication with a Canadian 
house prepared to take up its sale for Canada. 

An enquiry has been received for the names of Canadian pro- 
ducers of asbestos. 

A Bristol house asks to be placed in communication with 
Canadian producers of potash. 

A Leeds firm asks for names of Canadian shippers of poultry. 

A Midlands house is prepared to accept the sole agency of a 
manufacturer of Canadian wall-papers of suitable designs and of 
21 inch width. 

A company which expects to use several hundred tons of 
cassein annually, desires information as to possibility of obtaining 
supplies from Canada. 

A Leith firm of produce merchants and grain dealers would be 
pleased to act as agents for Canadian shippers. 

Canadian Enquiries.—A Canadian manufacturer's agent, at present 
in England, wishes to obtain a few additional agencies in such goods 
as raisins, currants, peels, grocers’ and druggists’ specialities, dc. 

A New Brunswick company about to instal machinery for the 
production of spruce broom handles on a large scale, asks to be 
placed in communication with United Kingdom buyers. 


EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” of the 12th inst. states that offers 
estes tee are invited for the supply of the following lots 
Cardiff Coal. of Cardiff coal for the use of the Ports and 

Lighthouses Administration :— 


100 to 200 English tons of Cardiff coal not more than 10 per 
cent. of which shall be coal dust, delivered into the Lighthouses 
Store at Port Said at such time, and in quantities as may be needed 
by the Administration during the year 1901. 

100 to 600 English tons of Cardiff coal not more than 10 per 
cent. of which shall be coal dust, delivered into the bunkers of the 
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s.s. * Aida” or s.s. “ Yambo” in Port Ibrahim at Suez, or in Port 
at Port Said, and in quantities as may be needed by the Adminis- 
tration during the year 1901. 

100 to 200 English tons of Cardiff Coal not more than 10 per 
cent. of which shall be coal dust, delivered into the Lighthouses 
Workshop in the Arsenal, Alexandria. 

All coal which shall pass through a mesh of 64 to the square 
inch shall be considered as dust. 

Merchants are kindly requested to make their offers on separate 
Government sheets of stamped paper of 30 milliemes. 

The offers must be sent in double envelopes addressed to 
Controller-General, and deposited at his Office in Arsenal, 
Alexandria, not later than the 15th December, 1900. The inner 
envelope must be superscribed ‘‘ Offers for Cardiff Coal.” 

The Controller-General does not bind himself to accept the 
lowest or any offer. 


RUSSIA. 


According to a notice in the “ St. Petersburg Gazette,” the Minister 
Daeeins of Ways of Communication, with the object of 
Pc nad for accelerating the transport of goods over the 
State Railways Russian railway systems, has decided to provide 
yS- all the State railways with express locomotives 

from the beginning of next year. 


According to the New York “Engineering News” of 1st November, 
the municipal council of Kertch, in the province 
Tramway, . at of Yenikale is willing to grant a concession for 
Karte an electric tramway. ‘This city, of about 50,000 
inhabitants, is being greatly extended by the construction of blast 
furnaces by the Bryansk Ironworks Co., and the development of 
iron mines by the Taganrog Metallurgical Co., the Yurievskoe 
Metallurgical Society, the Ilovaiskoe Obshchestvo and the Provi- 
dence Co., of Brussels. A railway from Theodosia to Kertch is now 
under construction. Communications should be addressed to the 
Banque de Commerce de 1’Azoff Don. 


SPAIN. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 18th inst. contains an announcement 
. _ confirming the concession to the Bilbao-Portu- 
galete Railway, for 99 years, without subsidy 
Pping and at stated maximum rates for goods and 
passengers, for a railway of standard gauge, from La Casilla, on the 
line from Cantalojas to Olaviega, to Mount Maravilla. 
a2 
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Materials which may be imported from abroad for the con- 
struction of railways are subject to special duties, which will be 
found noted at p. 434 of the ‘“ Board of Trade Journal” of 22nd 
February last. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 21st inst. contains an announcement 
— calling for tenders for the purchase of the 
Sale cruiser “ Marques de la Ensenada,” the torpedo- 
boat “Retamosa,” and the gunboat “Diligente.” 
The tenders are to be opened at 1 p.m. on 20th prox., simulta- 
neously, in the Ministry of Marine in Madrid, and at the Marine 
Department in Carthagena. The vessels may be bid for separately 
or together, and it is noted that the first-named vessel is to be sold 
with her armament complete, and anyone bidding for her must 
accredit himself as the representative of a duly-constituted 
Government. 


The same “Gazette” contains a Royal Order authorising the 

Tel h Director-General of Posts and Telegraphs to 

“ath spend 50,000 pesetas, or nearly 1,500/., without 

— the formalities of calling for tenders, on the 
acquisition of telegraph and telephone posts. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 22nd inst. contains an announcement 
calling for tenders, to be opened on the 21st 
prox., for the construction of the metal portion 
Metal Wor of the closed mercantile warehouses at the Port 
of Valencia, and for the supply of the metal work for the water 
piping, urinals, benches and signposts in the said warehouses. A 
deposit of 3,450 pesetas, say 103/. 12s., is required as a guarantee 
of any tender. The plans may be seen at the Secretariat of the 
Port Works Committee, Valencia. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 23rd inst., contains a notice calling 
for tenders for the supply of mooring posts in 
Contznct fer the Breakwater Dock at the Port of 
Mooring Posts. Carthagena, together with the work of 
substituting them for the large rings at present existing. The 
upset price is 18,634°28 pesetas, or nearly 560/., and a deposit is 
required before tendering of 5 per cent. of that sum. The tenders 
will be opened on the 15th January next at the Secretariat of the 
Corporation, in the Office Buiiding of the Alonzo XII. Wharf, 
Carthagena, where the plans and conditions may be seen. 
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The “ Madrid Gazette” of 25th inst., contains a Royal Order 

Senneent tee authorising the Director-General of Posts and 

Zine Cylinders Telegraphs to acquire by direct purchase 10,000 

* gine cylinders for the electric batteries of the 

telegraph stations of the State. (See “Board of Trade Journal” 
for 19th July, p. 123). 


The Gazettes containing the above notices may be seen at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, any day 
between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


CUBA. 


The “ Engineering News ” (New York) of the 1st inst. reports that 
tenders for the complete sewerage and paving of 
the city of Havana, will probably be invited by 
public advertisement in about a month from the 
above date, and owing to the necessity for the commencement of the 
work before the hot season of 1901 sets in, the time to be given to 
contractors for sending in their tenders after the advertisement is 
issued will be comparatively very short. The work proposed may 
cost between 1,400,0001. and 1,600,000/., and as it will have to be 
carried out under somewhat peculiar and trying conditions, no 
tender could properly be made without first visiting the city and 
having these conditions carefully studied by expert engineers and 
contractors. It, therefore, would be well for those proposing to 
tender for this work to set about this preliminary examination 
at once. 

The sewers will be made of vitrified clay pipe, up to diameters 
of about 20 ins., and the larger sewers will be concrete and brick. 
Throughout the system storm-water drains will discharge into the 
sea and the bay by the shortest lines. 

The street-paving to be done includes the laying of sheet or 
block asphalt on a concrete foundation on all streets that will 
permit its use, and acceptable and thoroughly tested makes of 
vitrified brick pavement on streets of heavier traffic. 


Sewerage and 
Paving in Havana. 


It is reported in the “ Engineering News” (New York) that about 

300,000 dols. (62,5001.) will be spent next 
, harbour works will also be carried out next year. 
Secretary Villalon, of the Board of Public Works, Havana, is to 
be in charge of this new work. It is proposed to build a macadam 
road from Sagua to Santa Clara. 


454 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. (Nov. 29, 1900. 


Openings for British Trade. 


MEXICO. 


The New York “Journal of Commerce” of 5th inst. reports that 
a new company has just been formed in the town 


Psa t of Linares, in the State of Nuevo Leon, under 
Li es the title of La Compania Alumbrado Electrico 


y Fuerza de Linares. The company has a paid up 
capital of over 20,000/., and it is proposed to instal a modern electric 
plant, which will consist of 2,000 16 c. p. incandescents, 35 arcs, 100 
horse-power in small motors, and 150 fans. The electric equip- 
ment, according to the “ Electrical World,” will consist of two 
75 k. w. three phrase, 60 cycle, 2,300 volt machines, and six k. w. 
transformers. Some of the orders for the steam plant as well as 
the hydraulic plant have been placed in the New York market. 


COSTA RICA. 


The New York “Journal of Commerce” of the 5th inst. states 
that the city of Liberia, in Costa Rica, is to 


ee, have new water works. According to the plans 
oat oehiite. there will be needed 220 metres of cast iron 


piping of a diameter of 220 millimetres, 2,650 
metres of 125 millimetres inside diameter, 4,424 metres of 75 
millimetres inside diameter, 3,403 metres of 50 millimetres inside 
diameter, together with the corresponding cocks, tees and elbows. 
Sealed tenders marked, “‘Cajieria de Liberia,” will be received up to 
the 3rd of December, 1900. Further particulars, plans and speci- 
fications, may be obtained by addressing Secretaria de Fomento 
(Department of Public Works), San Jose, Costa Rica. 
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NEW INTERNATIONAL CODE OF SIGNALS. 


The following Notice to Masters and Owners of Ships relating 
to the International Code of Signals has been issued by the Marine 
Department of the Board of Trade :— 

The attention of Owners and Masters is drawn to the publication 
of a new and greatly enlarged edition of the International Code of 
Signals. The present Code Flags F and L have been altered, and 
flags to represent the letters X, Z, and the vowels have been added. 
The new code has been approved by the principal maritime 
countries, and will come into use on the 1st January, 1901. 

Copies of the new code may be obtained, either directly or 
through any bookseller, from Messrs. Spottiswoode & Co., 54, 
Gracechurch Street, London, E.C., price 21s. 

Superintendents and Consular and Colonial Officers are 
requested to distribute this notice as widely as possible. 


Watter J. HoweELt, 
Assistant Secretary. 


OUTPUT OF COAL IN CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
IN. 1899. 


The following table shows the output of coal in 1899 in the 
foreign countries named, according to the latest information in the 
possession of the Board of Trade, the figures for 1898 being added 
for purposes of comparison :— 


Countries. 1898. | 1899. 
| | 

British Tons. | British Tons. 
United States... ons 196,406,000 218,376,000 (a) 

Metric Tons. | Metric Tons. 
Germany ... —-96,310,000 | 101,622,000 (a) 
France oon 31,826,000 32,331,000 (a) 
Spain oes 2,434,000 2,672,000 (a) 
Tonkin... ove ove eve vee eee 245,000 200,000 (>) 

(a) Provisional figures, (4) Estimate from unofficial sources, 


It may be interesting to note that the production of the United 
Kingdom was 202,055,000 tons and 220,095,000 tons in 1898 and 
1899 respectively. 

For the output of coal in British Colonies and Possessions in 
1898 and 1899—vide table on p. 280 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 8th inst. 
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TRADE OF CAPE COLONY. 


With reference to the statement on p. 91 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 11th ult., the “Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette ” of the 2nd inst. publishes statistics showing 
the value of the trade of Cape Colony for the nine months ended 
30th September, 1900, as compared with the corresponding period 
of 1899. The following tables show the value of the imports and 
exports of the principal and other articles into and from the Colony 
the periods above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 


| Nine Months Nine Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 30th ended 30th 
September, 1899. | September, 1900. 
£ | & 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, 1,606,000 2,085,000 
coffee, confectionery, meats, rice, sugar, tea, 
alcoholic beverages, §c.). 


Corn, &c. (flour, maize, oats, wheat) ... ceil 508,000 900,000 
Cotton manufactures... ews = owe 800,000 720,000 
Woollen 244,000 227,000 
Haberdashery ‘and millinery 933,000 891,000 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) | 613,000 550,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (inci udes 476,000 513,000 
saddlery and harness). 
Metals and metal manufactures (includes 1,727,000 1,070,000 
machinery). 
All other artic’es of merchandise ‘... i] 4,226,006 4,119,000 
Total merchandise «| 11,170,000 11,138,000 
Articles imported for the Colonial Government} 673,000 710,000 
Specie - ose ove _:1,988,000 2,266,000 
Grand total, Imports... 13,831,000 14,114,000 
Exports from Cape Colony. 
| Nine Months | Nine Months 
Principal and other Articles. ' ended .30th ended 30th 
| September, 1899. | September, 1100. 


£ £ 

Gold (raw) 214,000 
Ostrich feathers ... ins 642,000 | 658,000 
Wool (washed, scoured, and in the grease) on 1,316,000 571,000 
Hair, Angora... 550,000 336,000 
All other articles of merchandise ove sé 507,000 499,000 

Total merchandise ...| 20,928,000 4,506,000 
Imported goods, re-exported ... 255,000 | 474,000 

Grand total, Exports ...| 21,256,000 | 5,280,000 
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THE GERMAN SUBSIDISED MAIL SERVICE TO 
AFRICAN PORTS. 


With refezence to the notices which appeared on p. 583 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” of 6th September, and at p. 198 of 
that of 25th October, the Board of Trade have received, through 
the Foreign Office a copy of a memorandum, by H.M. Commercial 
Attaché at Berlin, dealing with the actual terms of the contract 
which has been signed for the extension of the German lines subsi- 
dised mail steamers to Africa. 

The following are the particulars given as to routes, 
speed, &c. :— 

Article 1.—'The following services will be maintained for 15 
years :— 

(a) A main line with fortnightly voyages right round Africa, 
and in alternate directions as below :— 

1. From Hamburg via Bremerhaven, a Dutch or Belgian port, 
Lisbon, Las Palmas, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, East London, 
Durban, Delagoa Bay, Beira, Mozambique, Zanzibar, Dar-es- 
Salaam, Tanga, Aden, Suez, Port Said, Naples, Lisbon (a Dutch 
or Belgian port), Bremerhaven, and back to Hamburg (western 
voyage). 

2. From Hamburg via Bremerhaven, a Dutch or Belgian port, 
Lisbon, Naples, Port Said, Suez, Aden, Tanga, Dar-es-Salaam, 
Zanzibar, Mozambique, Beira, Delagoa Bay, Durban, East London, 
Port Elizabeth, Cape Town, Las Palmas, Lisbon, a Dutch or 
Belgian port, Bremerhaven, and back to Hamburg (eastern 
voyage). 

(b) A branch line every four weeks from Hamburg via a Dutch 
or Belgian port, Naples, Port Said, Suez, Aden, Tanga, Dar-es- 
Salaam, Zanzibar, Kilwa, Lindi, Mikindani, Ibo, Mozambique, to: 
Beira, and back by the same ports. This service is to be so 
arranged that, in connection with the steamers of the (a) 2 line, 
there is a fortnightly departure from Naples to German East 
Africa. 

The East African line is also bound to let its steamers running 
to Bombay (not included in this contract with the German Govern- 
ment), call every four weeks at the harbours of Pangani and 
Bagamoyo, as also at the ports of Saadani, Kilwa, Lindi if wanted, 
and, in case of necessity, every four weeks on being requested to 
do so in plenty of time; these ports of call to be included when 
the Government of German East Africa desire it, and without extra 
payment. 

Article 2.—The speed to be maintained must average at the least 
on the (a) 1 line from Hamburg to Cape Town, as also from Dar- 
es-Salaam to Naples, 12 knots, and on other portions of the voyage, 
104 knots; on the (a) 2 line from Naples to Dar-es-Salaam, as 
also from Cape Town to Hamburg, 12 knots, and on other portions 


of the voyage, 103 knots; and on the ()) line 10 knots. 
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Article 3.—During this contract an increase of speed can be 
exacted for the new steamers to be built if, on foreign competing 
lines, the contract rate of speed is raised; and this is to be effected 
without further payment from the Government so long as foreign 
lines of competing steamers receive no increase of subsidy for the 
increased rate of speed. 

Article 4.—New ships for the main line are to be so engined 
that their driving power, when fully laden, can be raised to 13 
knots an hour on an average. 

Article 9.—Sufficient steamers are to be provided for the contract 
services, and the following new ships are to be built and com- 
missioned at latest by the following dates :— 

(a) On the main line— 


On April Ist, 1901 


Steamers. 


(b) On the branch line— 
On April Ist, 1901... 


Article 10.—The gross tonnage of the new samen. for perma- 
nent employment, is to be 5,000 registered tons for the main line, 
and 2,400 for the branch line. 

The following points which appear in other articles may be 
noted :—The new steamers to be built} must be constructed in 
German yards, and German materials as far as possible are to be 
employed; plans are to be submitted for the approval of the 
Imperial Chancellor; the fitting-out is to be done in German 
yards as far as possible; the supply of coals is to be exclusively 
from German sources when the ships are in the German, Dutch, 
or Belgian ports named in Article 1 (ut supra); provisions are 
likewise to be supplied as far as possible from German sources ; 
no agreements can be made with toreign governments concerning 
the carriage of mails, &c., without the sanction of the Imperial 
Chancellor ; the Chancellor is authorised to prevent the import by 
these vessels into German, Dutch, and Belgian ports of all agricul- 
tural products which compete with similar products of German 
agriculture, with the exception of tobacco, beeswax, skins, hides, 
and wool; German goods, or those destined for Germany, or goods 
from or to German Protectorates, are to be forwarded before 
foreign goods destined for foreign places, if their shipments are 
notified to the company at the same time ; employees as well as 
agents in foreign places must be German subjects, except when 
this is impossible from exceptional circumstances. 

The following as to the rights of the Government are also of 
interest :— 

Article 15.—A period of 18 months is allowed in which to 
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replace a ship that has been lost. If this new vessel is not built 
within that time, then a fine of 15/. a day has to be paid. 

Article 16.—The Imperial Chanceller has the right in case of the 
partial or complete mobilisation of the navy, either to buy for full 
value the steamers of the line, or to employ them otherwise on 
paying compensation. Such payments will be determined by the 
provisions of the Law of the 13th June, 1873, which deals with 
services rendered in the time of war. A foreign power is not 
allowed either to buy or hire the steamers of the line, even in time 
of peace, without the sanction of the Imperial Chancellor. 

Finally, the following articles relating to Rate Tariffs are of 
importance :— 

Article 23,—The various tariffs are to be settled in agreement 
with the Imperial Chancellor. In the matter of the publication of 
the tariffs, as also of alterations in the same, the company must 
conform to the regulations that may be laid down by the Imperial 
Chancellor. 

Article 24.—The goods tariff from Bremen and Hamburg are to 
be identical. Similarly, the rates to and from German East Africa 
are not to be on a higher scale than those to and from Zanzibar. 
All the reductions of prices, refunds, return of the premiums 
(Riickpriimien), and similar advantages granted to shippers and 
travellers on the services to Zanzibar or to Portuguese and British 
Possessions in East Africa, are to be equally accorded for the 
service to German Protectorates. The Chancellor will indicate 
certain places where agents are to be established for the collection 
of goods to be forwarded by the company. These agents must be 
empowered to make agreements for the transport of goods from 
the point of departure to the actual place of delivery. 


459 
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THE COMMERCIAL RECOVERY OF GALVESTON. 


in a despatch, dated 31st ult., received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Consul at Galveston, it is stated that, commercially speaking, 
that city has recovered wonderfully from the effects of the terrible 
cyclone of the 8th September last. The following are extracts 
from the despatch in question :— 

In the seven weeks ended 31st October, great progress was 
made in restoring the wharf front to its former condition. 

It is true that this portion of the town did not suffer as severely 
as the district bordering on the gulf, but owing to the destruction 
of the railway bridges commerce was for some time severely 
crippled. 

At present, but one out of four bridges can be used, but, in spite 
of this, cotton and grain in large quantities arrive day by day, and 
no less than 44 vessels are in port loading. 

Sixty-five berths for vessels are capable of being used out of 
75, and the big grain elevator “ A” is also in use, being practically 
uninjured. 

As regards the general condition of the town, much progress 
has been made, and conditions are improving daily. 

The greater portion of the destroyed district, some five square 
miles in area, has been cleared, and the bodies found have been 
either buried or cremated. 

The total number up to the 31st October known to be dead was 
about 4,500, but the total will probably eventually be much higher. 

Some thousands of persons have left Galveston, and 6,000 or 
8,000 are practically homeless. 

The housing of these, during the coming winter, presents one of 
the hardest problems now confronting the community. 

The health of the town is about normal, and fortunately no 
serious sickness has,yet appeared in epidemic form. 

The electric lighting of Galveston has been resumed, the tram- 
ways are in partial working order, and the water supply good. 

The courage of the community at large has not been shaken by 
a disaster that practically totally destroyed one-third of the town, 
and damaged the remainder more or less seriously. 

Commercially speaking the place will, perhaps, not suffer much 
beyond the present season, but it will probably take five years to 
repair the loss caused by the.storm in the residential portion of the 
city. 

li is said that the jetties securing the channel into the harbour 
of Galveston were not materially damaged by the storm; the 
channel itself being, if anything, deeper than before. 
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THE FUTURE OF THE COAL INDUSTRY IN CHINA. 


The “Iron Age” (New York) of the 8th inst., in an interesting 
article on the future of the coal industry in China and the Far East, 
states that it is well known that the coal-fields of China are extensive, 
but it is difficult to appreciate their vast size and the extraordinary 
fact that with but one exception not a working colliery exists 
in Chinese territory. This exception is the Kaiping mine in the 
province of Chihli, which is connected with Tientsin and Taku by 
railway. These mines produce an excellent coking coal, containing 
on an average not over 7 per cent. ash, whereas the Japanese coal 
contains as much as 20 per cent. 

Numerous native diggings exist all over the coal areas of China, 
but although their output in the aggregate may be considerable, 
they are of the most primitive character, being simply narrow 
drifts or pits driven into the hill sides, in which operations are 
suspended when the water level is reached. They are of no 
commercial importance and supply only a limited local demand. 
It is a curious fact that the very steamers carrying the enormous 
commerce of the Yangtse Valley use imported coal to propel them 
up and down a river whose course for hundreds of miles runs 
through great coal fields. 


Imports of Coal.—The imports of coal into China in 1899 
amounted to 859,370 tons, valued at 5,396,671 taels.* Of this 
amount, 610,564 tons went through the port of Shanghai. The 
imports in 1898 were 730,606 tons, thus showing an increase for 
1899 of 128,764 tons. The quantity of Chinese coal produced it 
is impossible to determine, but it was probably not over 500,000 
tons in 1899, and of this amount 112,245 tons of Kaiping coal 
were brought to Shanghai. Most of the coal used in the coasting 
trade and foreign steamers is Japanese, and as the steamers all aim 
at supplying themselves at ports nearest the mines, Nagasaki, for 
instance, it would be exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, to 
obtain accurate data upon which to base any reliable estimate of 
the consumption for this purpose, at least as far as Chinese trade 
is concerned—i.e., to determine what proportion of coal imports 
into China is taken for bunkers. 


Cost of Coal.—The average wholesale price of Japanese coal in 
Shanghai last winter and spring was between six and seven taels 
per ton; it is now probably somewhat higher. It is estimated that 
bituminous coal from Central China could be delivered at Shanghai 
for less than two taels per ton, and anthracite from the Yangtse 
Valley at two to three taels. 


Quality of Chinese Coal.—Though no deep level mining opera- 
tions have been carried on in Central China, and although coal 
from near the surface is seldom as good as that lower down, yet 


* The average value of the Haikwan tael in 1899 was 3s, 04d. 
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from a number of samples of coals from the Lower Yangtse Valley 
and adjacent districts, it appeared that among these coals were 
both anthracite and bituminous kinds, the former containing as 
little as two-and-a-half per cent. of ash. Some of the bituminous 
is coking and some non-coking, and between the two classes there 
exists a variety that may be considered as semi-anthracite, con- 
taining as much as 10 per cent. of ash. 

Extent of Coal-fields.—It is probable that the aggregate area of 
the anthracite coal-fields in China is the largest in the world, while 
the bituminous fields, if not equal in extent to those of the United 
States, cannot be far short both in area and variety. 

Natural Gas and Petroleum, &c.—In the great and rich province 
of Szechuan natural gas is found and largely used in the evapora- 
tion of brine at the salt wells. 


. 
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MINING INDUSTRY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA IN 1899. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of the 
Agent-General for Western Australia, copy of a pamphlet issued 
by him, entitled ‘‘ Western Australia: Statistical and other 
Information,” from which the following particulars regarding 
the mining industry of that Colony in 1899 are taken :— 


Gold.—The developments of the gold fields are of such a satis- 
factory nature that the export of gold has risen from 1,050,183 
ounces in 1898, valued at 3,990,697:., to 1,643,876 ounces in 1899, 
valued at 6,246,7311.* The comparison, however, will be better 
understood when it is noted that in 1890 the export of gold was 
only 22,806 ounces, valued at 86,663/., being 1-72nd part of the 
present production. 

As the immense area of gold-bearing country has only been 
prospected very superficially, there is every reason to anticipate a 
largely increased output in the future. 

The opening of a branch of the Royal Mint at Perth during the 
year 1899 is an event of much importance, as it promises the 
further consolidation of the gold-mining industry of the Colony. 


Coal.—Coal mining is assuming large and important dimensions. 
As the mines proceed in depth a better quality is opened up, with 
the result that it is not only being utilised largely for domestic, 
mining, and railway purposes, but also by some of the local 
steamship companies, who give favourable reports of its efficiency. 

The chief centre is the neighbourhood of the Collie River, but 
further discoveries are being made in other parts of the Colony 
which are likely to have an important bearing upon the 
future of this industry. Recent scientific and practical tests 
which have been made prove the value of the Collie coal. 
The late Professor Sir Frederick C. McCoy, of Melbourne University, 
in a report upon some samples of Collie coal which had 
been submitted to him by the Government, described it as “a true 
coal, and of great commercial value.” As the area over which the 
Collie seams extend is a large one, and is within 30 miles of the 
harbour of Bunbury, with which it is connected by rail, it alone, 
apart from other coal areas, is likely to become in the near future 
the centre of a great and prosperous industry, 


Copper, Lead and Tin Mining—The development of these 
industries is most satisfactory. In the north-west and in the 
Northampton district copper and lead mining is being energetic- 
ally prosecuted. In the south-west division, at Green-bushes, 
a considerable area of staniferous country is being prospected, 
so that there is good promise of a large output of tin. The 


* According to returns received from the Agent-General for Western Australia, 
the yield of gold in the Colony for the ten months ended 31st October amounted to 
1,142,421 ozs. 
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average grade of these ores, so far as they have been tested, is 
high. The principal areas concerned are within easy reach of 
railway and harbour facilities. Smelting works have been 
established at Greenbushes, and the first experimental shipment 
has already been made of Greenbushes tin in ingot form. 


TRADE OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO IN 1899. 


The annual report on Trinidad and Tobago for 1899 by Mr. H. 
Clarence Bourne, the Acting Colonial Secretary, states that the 
total value of the exports was 36,000/. in excess of the imports, as 
will be seen by reference to the following table, which shows the 
‘total value of the imports and exports in 1899, and also the value 
exclusive of bullion and specie as compared with the values for 
the preceding year :—- 


Imports | Exports. 
Year. 
| exclusive | | exclusive 
| Total value. | of bullion and Total Value. of bullion and 
specie. specie. 
| £ £ 
1898 2,283,054 2,123,589 2,310,133 2,189,731 
1899 2,585,965 2,282,981 


2,572,891 | 2,419,475 


The tonnage of sailing vessels which cleared in 1899 was 119,000, 
and of steam vessels 510,000. 


Transit Trade——Transit trade--that is to say so much of it as is 
indicated by official records —represents at present about 20 per cent. 
of the total trade of the Colony. If the cost of transhipment could 
be obviated by landing and re-shipment at a quay, and if at the same 
time vessels were encouraged to come to Port-of-Spain by the 
provision of coaling and docking facilities, this branch of trade 
would become rauch larger and more lucrative. This consideration 
acquires a special importance from the possibility, to which 
reference is made lower down, of an early development of 
Venezuelan trade. 


Trade with United States—Trade with United States has 
developed remarkably in the last 20 years. In 1879 Great Britain 
took 26 times as much of the Trinidad sugar, and 11 times as much 
of its cocoa as the United States; now she takes less than that 
country of both these articles. In the same period her consump- 
tion of asphalte has increased by 65 pcr cent., that of the United 
States by 1,200. For the past three years the average annual value 
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of the trade with Great Britain has been 1,363,000/., and with the 
United States 1,227,000. 


Trade with Canada.—-The trade with British North America is at 
present intrinsically small. Its average annual value for the past 
three years has been 85,0001. There is, however, a probability of 
expansion in this direction in the near future. If the terms 
on which Canada offers free trade to the Colony prove practicable, 
sugar will not be the only Trinidad commodity to find its market 
in British North America, This trade will be promoted by the 
improved steamship service between Canada and certain West 
Indian Colonies, including Trinidad and Tobago, for which the 
Canadian Government has recently contracted with Messrs. Pick- 
ford & Black, and towards which H.M. Government are contribut- 
ing a subsidy of 13,5001. a year. The service to Trinidad is 
fortnightly, and the first vessel of the new line reached Port-of- 
Spain in July of the present year. 


Trade with Venezuela.—The disturbed state of Venezuela in 1899 
is responsible for a decrease of 41,000/. in the imports from that 
country as compared with 1898, The goods exported to Venezuela 
on the other hand show an increase of 30,000/. The average 
annual value of the total trade (excluding bullion and specie) with 
Venezuela for the past three years has been 343,000/. Ten years 
ago the average was 433,000/., and the removal of the 30 per cent. 
extra duty imposed by the Venezuelan Government on imports 
from Trinidad, of which there is now an improved prospect, would 
lead at once to a rapid expansion of business. The intimate 
natural relation which exists between Trinidad and the Republic 
is illustrated by the fact that the regular route from the capital of 
Venezuela to the Orinoco, where lies its commercial future, is 
through Port-of-Spain, and the inhabitants of Caracas do much of 
their retail shopping in the stores of Trinidad. 


General Condition—The indications of prosperity given by 
statistics are borne out by the general appearance and habits of 
the people. The Savannah or Park of Port-of-Spain is bounded 
for a mile and a quarter by a continuous line of comfortable villas ; 
and the huts which a few years ago disfigured the neighbourhood 
have been entirely displaced. The houses of Port-of-Spain are 
lighted by electric light, and connected with one another by 
telephone. The homes of the working classes have also improved, 
and in the country villages, as well as in the suburbs of the 
capital, small but substantial wooden houses are constantly 
springing up. The shops of Port-of-Spain are comparable with 
those of large European towns, some of them having 80 or 100 
hands serving behind the counter. Last, but not least, the rate of 
interest on mortgages on good agricultural property which was 8 
per cent. a few years ago had come down last year to 6 or even 5. 


| 
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TRADE OF THE SEYCHELLES ISLANDS IN 1899. 


The report on the Seychelles Islands for 1899, recently issued 
by the Colonial Office, contains the following particulars regarding 
the trade of the colony in 1899 :— 


Value of Imports and Exports for the five years 1895 to 1899 


inclusive. 
Imports. | | Exports. 
f Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs. 

518,908 33,000 99,745 137,219 
1896 710,359 264,720 | 1,585,895 34,017 
942,017 180,394 | ‘1,508,701 63,954 
1898 889,041 120,640 | 1,278,382 103,182 
984,666 | 57,224 | 


| 1,853,362 | 44,300 
Seychelles principally draws its supplies from England, France: 

India, and Mauritius, and the following table shows the comparative 

value of the imports from these countries for the last five years :— 


Value of Imports from England, France, India, and Mauritius from 


1895-1899. 
—_ 1895. 1896. 1897. 1898. 1899, 
Rs, Rs, Rs, Rs. Rs, 
England ... bes e| 201,444 173,486 | 248,798 136,550 | 323,406 
France ... 79,282 61,461 104,519 131,496 177,619 
India 45,888 209,652 235,144 317,123 334,693 
Mauritius 152,974 123,353 127,661 137,802 123,641 


The considerable importation of coal in 1899, valued at 
Rs. 75,450 is partly responsible for the marked increase in the 
value of the imports from England for last year. 

The principal countries to which Seychelles sends its produce 
are England, France, India, and Mauritius, and the following table 
shows the comparative value of the exports to these countries for 
the last five years :— 

Value of Exports to Englaud, France, India, and Mauritius 
from 1895 to 1899. 


— 1895. 1896. 1897. 1898. 1899, 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
England ... ies sae 92,138 704,508 637,906 505,505 907,142 
France ... oes eee 60,625 213,915 348,330 290,958 472,314 
| 154,516 384,989 264,605 234,711 271,997 
Mauritius oan ...| 286,572 114,645 152,579 157,094 107,919 
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Besides these countries, Nossi-Be took goods from Seychelles in 
1899 to the value of Rs. 50,864, and Zanzibar goods to the value 
of Rs. 31,564. 

The value of the exports to England and France appears to 
depend almost entirely on the extent of the vanilla crop. In 1895 
there was practically an entire failure of the vanilla crop, whereas 
the crop for 1898-1899 was the largest on record. 


{ 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


CAPE COLONY. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the Agent- 
, General for the Cape of Good Hope, of the 
“Cape of Good Government Gazette” 
be orn of for the 30th ult., which contains a Proclamation 
— by His Excellency the Governor, promulgating 
amended regulations for the landing at any port 
or place in Cape Colony from any ship, vessel, or boat, of any pigs 
from any place or places beyond the Colony other than the Colony 
of Natal. The “Gazette” containing these regulations may be 
seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., on any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m, and 5 p.m. 


NATAL. 


The “ Natal Government Gazette” of the 23rd ult. publishes regula- 
. tions, promulgated by His Excellency the 

Por Governor-in-Council, ‘governing the 
trade into Natal from the Orange River Colony 
aon ome and the Transvaal. These regulations may be 
River evened seen by those interested on application at the 
and T 1 Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 


of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8. W., on any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of a Proclamation 
— (No. 12 of 1900), issued by the High Com- 
ee missioner of Southern Nigeria on the 22nd 
of Bpirituous ® March last, prohibiting the barter or sale of 


Liquors i imported spirituous liquors in the inland 
Inland Regio regions * of the Protectorate. The Proclamation 
of the _ aa provides that no spirituous liquors may be 


imported by land or water into the said regions 

ote. except for the personal consumption of Govern- 

ment officials (civil and military), missionaries, traders, travellers, 
and other persons not being natives. 


* NoTE.—“ Inland regions” means all places north of the Lgara Bank, which 
were formerly under the jurisdiction of the Royal Niger Company, Chartered 
and Limited. 
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_ A further Proclamation, dated the 15th ult., defines the term 
“spirituous liquors” as including “ram, brandy, gin, whisky, 
“absinthe, liqueurs, and all other distilled liquors except liquor 
“manufactured outside the Protectorate for the purpose of sale to 
“ natives and known as ‘trade liquor.’” It is also provided that 
persons, authorised under permit of the Colonial Secretary of 
Northern Nigeria, to import wines and spirituous liquors into that 
Protectorate, may, subject to certain conditions, import these 
liquors into the inland regions referred to for transit to Northern 
Nigeria. , 


MALAY PROTECTED STATES. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 611 of the 
oy a Board of Trade Journal” for the 21st June 
Tariffs of Perak last respecting the new Customs Tariff of Perak, 

the Board of Trade have now received, through 

and Selangor. , 

the Colonial ‘Office, a copy of au Order made by 
the Acting-Resident of Perak on the 28th August last, amending 
the said 'lariff by substituting for the words ‘“ Spirituous liquors 
“ (including gin other than ‘ A.V.H.’)” the words “ Spirituous 
“liquors (other than gin ‘A.V.H.,’ ‘Geneva Key Brand,’ and 
“ similar varieties),” and for the words “Gin (‘ A.V.H.’)” the 
words “Gin (‘A.V.H.’, ‘Geneva Key Brand,’ and similar 
varieties).” 

The Board have also received, through the same source, a copy 
of an Order made by the Acting-Resident of Selangor on the 
20th September last, effecting the same amendment in the Customs 
Tariff of that State (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 3rd May 
last, pp. 214-5). The following addition has also been made to 
the Export Tariff of Selangor :— 

Salted and dried fish eae .-- ad valorem 10 per cent. 


RUSSIA. . 


The Board of ‘Trade have received information, through the Foreign 

Office, to the effect that the Russian Customs 
Customs Decision. Department have issued a Circular, dated 

27th October/9th November, notifying that 
oleaginous products obtained from the working of coal tar, and 
worked by means of chemical re-agents, containing more than 
50 per cent. of phenol or kindred substances, shall be classified for 
tariff purposes as carbolic acid in a purified state, and admitted 
into Russia, under Section 112 of the Tariff, at the conventional 
rate of duty of 2 rbls. 25 cop. per poud gross (14s. 9d. per ewt. 
gross). 
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The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
weds translation of a Russian Decree, published in 
Prohibition of the « Official Gazette ” of the 20th October/2nd 


5 enero and November last, relative to the manufacture in 
eeetenet ood importation into Russia of fire-arms of the 
Fire-arms of 


patterns in use in the Russian army. 
a y The following are the provisions of the 
Decree :— 

Article 1.—Private persons shall not, without special permission, 
manufacture in or import into the Russian Empire from abroad 
fire-arms of any pattern and calibre adopted by the Government for 
the equipment of the army, whether whole or in parts, as also 
cartridges for these weapons. 

Article 2.—The fire-arms and cartridges specified in the foregoing 
Section, if imported from abroad into the Empire without special 
permission, shall be detained at the frontier by the Customs 
authorities, and delivered to the nearest artillery stores, either 
direct or through the medium of the Frontier Guard. 


The following memorandum in regard to procedure in cases of 

a Customs fines in Russia has been received at 

Fines the Board of Trade from the Foreign Office :— 

F Cases not unfrequently arise of fines being im- 

posed on vessels by the Russian Customs authorities on account of 
clerical errors in bills of lading or other ships’ papers. 

Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg has expressed the 
opinion that the proper mode of proceeding in such cases appears 
to be insufficiently known to British ship-owners, who usually 
address themselves to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
or to the British Embassy at St. Petersburg. 

It is essential, therefore, both with a view to avoid delay and in 
order to secure proper attention to the facts of the case, for the 
owners or the agents of the vessel or goods on which a fine is 
imposed to follow the prescribed form of procedure, which is to 
send a petition drawn up in the English, French, German, or 
Russian languages, and furnished with the requisite Russian 
stamps, to the Imperial Minister of Finance, setting forth all the 
facts of the case, and praying for a remission or reduction of the 
fine imposed. 

Should the applicants fail by this means to obtain redress, or in 
some urgent cases even before a reply is received to their petition, 
they may apply direct to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at: St. Peters- 
burg, asking him to support their request; and when this course 
is adopted, a copy of the petition to the Russian Minister of 
Finance should invariably accompany such communication ; but 
in no case should the complaint be brought to the notice of the 


a 
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Imperial Government, in the first instance, by the channel of 
Her Majesty’s Embassy or Consulate. 

It is particularly important that the necessity should be realised 
of exact accuracy in, and careful verification of, the weights of 
goods in documents required by the Russian Customs for the 
assessment of duty. ‘The Regulations permit a margin either way 
of 8 per cent. to cover trifling miscalculations or differences due to 
inherent or other causes, When weight is over-stated, the penalty 
is that duty is assessed on the weight thus given, or, in other 
words, the weight of the goods is taken, to the shipper’s loss, at 
his own estimate. In cases of under-estimation a fine is imposed 
of 3%rds the duty on the difference between the given and the real 
weight. 

It should be borne in mind that fines for infractions, however 
trifling, of the Russian Customs Regulations, are not imposed in a 
vexatious spirit, but rather in order to insure the strict observance 
of those Regulations, which a tendency has at times been evinced 
to disregard. It is therefore of great importance, in order to 
avoid the imposition of these fines, that ship-owners and ship- 
masters should make themselves familiar with the requirements of 
the Russian Customs Regulations, a translation of which appeared 
in the ‘“ London Gazette ” of the 15th June, 1886, p. 2,858. 


UNITED STATES. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
of the United States Customs 'l'ariff which have 
Customs Decisions. recently been issued by the Treasury Depart- 
ment at Washington for the information of 
United States Customs officials :— 

Toys.—1. Glass Balls.—Glass balls used for decorating Christmas 
trees, and known commercially as toys, are dutiable as toys under 
paragraph 418 of the Tariff at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

2. Artificial Fruits and Flowers.—Artificial fruits and flowers and 
articles made in chief value of tinsel wire, lame or lahn, used for 
ornamenting Christmas trees, and not commercially known as toys, 
are dutiable as artificial fruits or flowers and as manufactures in 
chief value of tinsel wire, lame or lahn, respectively, and not as 
toys. 

3. Commercial, Designation.—The fact that an article may be 
dealt in by toy departments and by toy stores is not sufficient to 
establish the commercial designation of the article as a toy. 

Gloria Cloth, silk chief valwe.—Merchandise commercially known 
as “ glorias””—umbrella goods of cotton weft and silk warp—con- 
sisting of silk-and-cotton fabrics woven in the piece, weighing not 


472 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Nov. 29, 1900, 


Tariff Changes and Oustoms Regulations. 


less than 14 ounces per square yard and not more than 8 ounces 
per square yard, and containing not more than 20 per cent. in 
weight of silk, dyed in the piece, and which do not contain two or 
more colours in the filling, are properly chargeable with duty under 
the provisions of paragraph 387 of the Tariff, and not under the 
provisions of either paragraph 311 or 391, silk being found as the 
component material of chief value in the said merchandise. 


Parchment Tracing Paper—Paper made from rags and treated 
under various processes which render it translucent, and known 
commercially as parchment tracing paper, is dutiable as parchment 
paper under paragraph 398 of the Tariff, at 2 cents. per pound and 
10 per cent. ad valorem. 


Sheep Dip.—(1) A dry yellow powder, imported in cases of 85 
pounds each, valued at 30s. sterling per case, and composed 
of sulphur, arsenic, and soda, and intended expressly for, and 
exclusively used as, sheep dip, and not susceptible of being used 
for other purposes, is exempt from duty under paragraph 657 of 
the Tariff. 

(2) A dark-brown fluid with a tarry odour, imported in drums 
of five gallons each, and composed of potash and tatty anhydrides, 
and tar acids of dead oil—or potash soap and creosote oil—which, 
being used to some extent in the treatment of sheep for certain 
diseases, is included in the class of non-poisonous dips, but is 
extensively used as a disinfectant, antiseptic, and for other 
medicinal purposes, is not exempt from duty under paragraph 657 
of the Tariff. 

Cinnamic Acid and Anthranilic Acid.—(1) Cinnamic acid can be 
made from the benzaldehyd which is produced from bitter almonds, 
and also from indigo and gum benzoin. For economic and 
commercial reasons it has, however, within recent years been 
produced synthetically, almost wholly, if not entirely, as a 
commercial article, from the hydrocarbon toluol or toluene derived 
from coal tar. 

(2) Anthranilic acid of commerce is likewise at the present time 
produced almost entirely, as a commercial article, from the same 
coal-tar hydrocarbon or product by different methods. 

Both articles differ essentially from the benzaldehyd and benzoic 
acid of commerce, being more advanced and expensive products, 
and consequently are not exempt from duty under paragraphs 
524 and 464 respectively of the Tariff. 


Reeds for Corsets.—Corset reeds are dutiable at the rate of 
10 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 206 of the Tariff as 
“reeds, wrought or manufactured from rattans or reeds,” and not 
at 35 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 208, as manufactures 
of wood not specially provided for. 


i 
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Lithographic Prints—Articles composed of pieces of litho- 
graphically-printed paper, stamped out and pasted together so as 
to form goat carriages, lanterns, perforated pictures of buildings, 
fancy calendars, transparencies, &c., are dutiable as manufactures 
of paper not specially provided for, under paragraph 407 of the 
Tariff, at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, and not as lithographic 
prints. 

Ribbons of Silk and Cotton, woven in the grey in the piece.— 
Ribbons composed of silk and cotton, silk being the component of 
chief value, woven in the grey or gum ‘in the piece, in different 
widths indicated by the absence of filling threads, and requiring 
only to be cut, after dyeing, to separate them into individual 
ribbons, are dutiable at 60 per cent. ad valorem, under the provision 
for “Trimmings” in paragraph 390 of the Tariff. 


CONGO FREE STATE-JAPAN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

sei copy of the “Bulletin Officiel” of the Congo 

_ oe the Free State for August and September last, 

race containing the text of a Declaration between 

agen Jenne. that State and Japan, by which the two States 

agree to accord to one another the treatment of 

the most favoured nation in all that concerns matters relating to 

commerce and navigation. 

The Declaration was to come into force from the date of the 

exchange of ratifications, which took place on the 9th July last. 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


The report of the Vancouver Board of Trade for 1899-1900, states 
that from Ist July, 1899, to Ist July, 1900, 
Increased Wharf +1, Canadian Pacific Railway Company 


. Accommodation extended their wharves eastward 500 ft., and 


at Vancouver. juni] a new shed 350 ft. by 75 ft., and to the 
-west end an addition has been built with a shed of 20 ft. by 75 ft., 
for the Empress Line of Steamers. They have now 2,000 ft. of 
frontage suitable for sea-going vessels, which will be added to 
shortly by further dredging. They have completed the sea wall 
under and near the front of their wharves from end to end, nearly 
up to half tide. Machinery has been at work for the whole year 
filling behind the wharves and in front of the station, and on the 
ground so made nearly one mile of new sidings has been laid; the 
work of filling by steam shovel and train will be vigorously 
prosecuted so as to complete the proposed esplanade. The track 
immediately in rear of the main wharves has been extended 
eastward, on trestle, to connect with that in rear of Stimson’s 
wharf and the City wharf, making a continuous track from end to 
end of the wharf frontage. 


RUSSIA. 


According to an announcement in the St. Petersburg Gazette of the 
Naphtha as Fuel 25th October, the Minister of Ways of Communi- 
= Seton cation has decided to adopt naphtha as fuel on 
Railways all locomotives running on the Russian railway 

system. 


GERMANY. 


According to the “ Handels Museum,” the Orel Riga Railway 
a Company and the “Neptune” Shipping Com- 
iatenen pany of Bremen have entered into a contract, 
Col a Ri approved by the Russian Minister of Ways of 
ogne and 4184 Communication, making provision for a regular 
steamship service between Cologne and Riga, by means ot which 
goods can be sent direct from Germany to stations on the Russian 
railways. The steamers will make two voyages monthly, the route 


being via Dusseldorf, Duisburg, and Emden. 
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OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


According to the “ ” of Vienna, the construction 
of the Damascus-Mecca railway is earnestl 
a desired by the Sultan and the he influential 
v: Turkish merchants. The Carnegie Company of 
Pittsburg is making every effort to obtain the concession of this 
line. It is ready to concede every desirable advantage, and believes 
it could achieve the construction in a very short time. 


UNITED STATES. 


A despatch dated _ inst. has been received at the Foreign 

Office, from H.M. Consul at New Orleans, ° 

we — enclosing a report by the Vice-Consul at 

— Pensacola, stating that a new and very extensive 

wharf has been recently constructed at Pensacola by the “ Louis- 
ville and Nashville Railroad Company.” 

The wharf is called the “ Commandancia Street Wharf,” and is 
1,200 ft. long, and 108 ft. wide, extending from the foot of 
Commandancia Street (near the grain elevator, which has a 
capacity of 500,000 bushels), into the bay, with a roof covering the 
entire width. The warehouse is 50 ft. in width, and in length is 
co-extensive with the wharf. It is two storeys high, each floor 
having the capacity of 600 lbs. to one square foot. There are 
three railway lines on the west side, and two on the east side 
of the warehouse ; one line on each side being raised to the level 
of the floor on the second story, so that merchandise can be unloaded 
into the warehouse on the upper floor, or directly into vessels 
without hoisting. Both sides of the wharf are available for 
loading, thus affording berths for three steamers of ordinary size 
on each side, or six altogether at one time. The raised lines will 
be very useful for the delivery of all -merchandise, particularly 
such as coal, pig iron, phosphate and similar goods. The depth of 
water along the wharf is 28 ft. 

The British Vice-Consul adds:—“It is hardly necessary to 
point out that the construction of this new wharf will greatly 
improve the shipping at Pensacola, especially so as there is always 
32 ft. of water over the bar, resources which no other port in the 
whole Gulf of Mexico 'possesses.” 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


The report on the islands of Trinidad and Tobago, recently issued 
Asphalt by the Colonial Office, and already quoted, 
Taduaty states that of the mineral products of the 

3 Colony, asphalte is by far the most important. 

The asphalte trade was more prosperous in 1899 than in any 
previous year of its history, 140,000 tons were exported—99,000 
to the United States—representing a value of 150,000/., and a 
revenue to the Crown of 45,0001. Reliance, however, cannot be 
placed on the continuation of the business on this scale. Seven- 
eighths of the asphalte exported is dug from the Pitch Lake, 
which is leased to a company for a term, of which 29 years 
have still to run, and the company are not bound to ship as much 
as one-third of last year’s output. In view of the fact that a 
similar lake at Bermudez, in Venezuela, 10 times its size, and 
containing asphalte purer in tke proportion of 97 to 56, is already 
being worked. Trinidad can no longer claim to command the 
asphalte market. The demand for asphalte is, however, growing, 
and there are greater difficulties in shipping it from Bermudez 
than from Trinidad. 

Pitch in a liquid form mixed with a bituminous oil is also to be 
found in the south of Trinidad; and coal exists in various parts of 
the island. The commercial value of these deposits has, however, 
not yet been satisfactorily tested. 


RUSSIA. 


According to the New York “ Engineering and Mining Journal ” 
Zine of 10th ult., the production of zinc in Russia 
Production. has hitherto been confined to Poland, where 
this industry has existed since the year 1816. 
The Poland zinc industry is at present in a very fair state of 
development, the total production for 1898 being 5,500 tons, against 
3,900 tons in 1875, and 410 tons in the year 1816. The total pro- 
duction of zinc in Poland, since this industry commenced, amounts 
to an aggregate of 240,000 tons. 


The quantity of gold and platinum extracted from the Oural 

deposits continues to steadily decrease. Accord- 

288 ree ing to information furnished by the Office of 

um. Mines for the Oural District, published in the 

“Monde Economique” of 10th inst., the quantity of gold extracted 

during the first eight months of 1900 amounted to 374 pouds* 

20 livres, a decrease of 56 pouds 18 livres on the corresponding 

period of the previous year. 

The quantity of platinum extracted was 217 pouds 15 livres, as 

against 252 pouds 8 livres for the first eight months of 1899. 
* Poud = 36 Ibs. (avoirdupois). 


| 
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DUTCH EAST INDIES. 
The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” of 10th ult. states that 
Production of the production of tin in the Billiton District in 
Tin in Billito Java for the year ending 30th June, 1900, was 
min 10,767,261 ibs., against 12,224,296 lbs. in 
1899, and 11,680,592 Ibs. in 1898. The largest output ever 


reported from the district was 14,130,585 lbs. in 1891-92 ; since 
that time the production has been gradually decreasing. 


GERMANY—EAST AFRICA. 

Some new geological explorations in German East Africa, in the 

Uluguru Mountains situate to the west of 
Discovery of Mica, Dar-es-Salaam, have resulted, says the “‘ Handels 

Museum,” in the discovery of mica, which is a 
most valuable material for electro-technical purposes. The mica 
plates which have been found are very useful for the said purposes 
on account of their solidity and capability of isolation. ‘Their 
even surfaced splitting capacity, as well as the capability of 
enduring high electric tensions, render the East African mica | 
equal to the most employed kinds of mica used in electro-technics 
of the United States, Canada, India, &. In spite of the difficulties 
of transport which have to be encountered in connection with the 
exploitation of the East African mica, until the projected central 
railroad approaches the Uluguru mountains, the mining for the 
same might now already prove remunerative, as there is a strong 


demand for this material, the price of which varies according to 
colour, size, &c., from 3 to 15 marks per kilo. 


UNITED STATES. 

The following extracts are from a report by the British Vice- 
Metallurgical sul at Denver, on the mining and metal- 
_ urgical industries of the Butte District of 

Industry of Montana :—“Through the kind f M 
+ dll ontana :— roug kindness o r. 
E. A. Braden, the Assayer in charge of the 
United States Assay Office, Helena, Montana, I am able to present 
figures which show the actual production of gold, silver, copper 

and lead for the State of Montana for 1899 :— 


Quantity. Value. 
Dol. 
Gold ... Fine ozs. 233,126 4,819,157 
Copper vs one ... Tons of 2,240 lbs, 109,643 40,941,906 
Lead ... " 9,082 909,427 
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“Silver Bow County, in which the Butte district is situated, is 
credited with the following production :— 


a Quantity. Value. 
Dol. 
Gold ... Fine ozs, 62,038 1,282,447 
Silver ... “= 9,855,831 5,869,075 
Copper ee = .-- Tons of 2,240 lbs. 109,448 40,882,493 


“Tt will be seen from the above figures that out of the total value 
of the product of the State of 56,713,539 dol., 48,034,015 dol. 79 c. 
belong to Silver Bow County, and may be practically credited to 
the important district of Butte. . . 

“Mr. Braden in his interesting report, which I have before 
referred to, states that in 1898 60 per cent. of the world’s copper 
was supplied by the United States, Butte furnishing 41 per cent., 
Lake Superior 30 per cent., and Arizona 21 per cent. of the domestic 

uction. Thus, Butte furnishes a quarter of the copper product 
of the world, nearly one-half of which is the output of a single 
company, the Anaconda.” (Foreign Miscellaneous Series, 541.) 


| 
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GERMANY. 


The United States Consul at Coburg, in a recent report, states that 

’ over 1,000,000 spinners and weavers find 

occupation in 

’ In the Rhineland and Westphalia there 
were 717,000 spindles in the cotton mills in 1888, and these more 
than doubled in 1897, when the number was 1,636,000. These 
mills consumed, in 1885, over 22,500,000 lbs. of raw cotton, and, 
in 1897, 47,000,000 lbs. In the woollen industry, Germany had, 
in 1888, 635,000 spindles in carded woollen mills, while, in 1897, 
there were 1,850,000 spindles. The only record of depression is 
shown in this branch of textiles, where the earnings, which, in 
1888, amounted to 10 per cent. on the capital invested, sub- 
sequently reached 16 per cent. and afterwards declined to 3 per 
cent. In 1891, there was a loss of 1 per cent. on the capital, 
followed a few years later, however, by earnings amounting to 
9 per cent. Again, in 1897, there was another depression, 
resulting in positive loss to the mills. Owing to the feverish 
condition of German manufactures of late years, the production of 
textiles has been pushed forward in advance of the market both for 
home and export. Within the last twelve months, an arrangement 
was made among the large producers whereby the output was 
decreased 20 per cent. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 24th inst., were as 
follow :— 
Barley ... 258. 10d.. 
For further particulars see p. 494. , 


A statement is published on p. 495, showing the quantities of 

;_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
am vrcdens imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cues oduce. week ended the 24th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


‘ 
q 
q 
+4 
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MAURITIUS. 


According to a report recently received at the Colonial Office 

from the Government of Mauritius and 

Tea Industry. Rodriguez, there are four factories of tea in 

that Colony and several plantations, covering 

approximately 200 acres. The tea made is nearly all consumed 

in the Colony. In 1898 there were five factories and 367 acres 

under cultivation. The average selling price in 1898 and 1899 
was R. 1-20 per kilo. 

The approximate quantity manufactured in 1899 was 27,000 

kilos., of which only 2,585 were exported, chiefly to the United 


Kingdom. In 1898 it was 40,000 kilos., of which 7,266 kilos. 


were exported, chiefly to Madagascar. The year 1899 shows an 
approximate decrease of 13,000 kilos. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


The report on Trinidad and Tobago, recently issued by the Colonial 
Office and already referred to, states that an item 
Rubber Industry. which is likely to be of great importance in the 
future is rubber. The only rubber which has 
hitherto been exported is the gum of the indigenous balata tree. 
This has been done on a very small scale, and could not be extended 
without rapidly exterminating the finest timber tree in the Colony. 
Many cocoa planters, however, are now experimentally planting on 
selected parts of their estates the more profitable sorts of rubber 
trees, and two large estates are now devoted almost entirely to 
castilloa. On one of these, in Tobago, 70,000 trees have been 
planted. Some years must elapse before the produce is put on the 
market, but in view of the growing demand for rubber, of the 
increasing difficulty of obtaining it from the present sources of its 
supply, and of the purer condition in which the cultivated product 
will be shipped, the prospects of this industry are very hopeful. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


' According tothe “ Adelaide Observer,” the South Australian export 


trade in oranges may be regarded as almost past 

- has been tested for the last three years, and 

rowers have found that not only can the fruit be carried safely, 

but also that good prices can be realised if the oranges are landed 

at the right time. An idea of the demand which exists in the 

United Kingdom ior this description of fruit will be gathered from 
the fact that the imports in 1899 amounted to 8,553,713 bushels. 

The trade from the Colony was opened in 1897, when several 

thousand cases were exported. In 1898, owing to short crop, the 

total was only about 500 cases, and in 1899, 1,600 cases. 


| | 
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GERMANY. 


According to official statistics published in the “ Reichs-Anzeiger ” 
5 of 13th inst., the production of raw sugar in 
Prodetion, the month of October, 1900, was 540,807 metric 
tons, and of refined sugar of all kinds 137,998 
metric tons. During the three months—August-October of the 
1900-1901 sugar season 583,850 metric tons of raw sugar were 
produced, as compared with 524,248 metric tons during the cor- 
responding period of the previous season, and 243,863 metric tons 
of refined, as compared with 223,989 metric tons in 1899-1900. 


UNITED STATES (HAWAID. 


According to the New York “ Journal of Commerce” of 9th inst, 

s Crop i the statistics of the sugar production of the 

Islands for the year ended 80th Sep- 

_ tember have just been compiled. They show a 

total crop of 289,544 tons, against 282,807 tons last year.” This 

year’s crop will net the planters nearly 16/. a ton, so that the crop 
is‘worth something over 4,792,0001. 

The crop on Hawaii and Kauai is not so large this year as it was 
last, but both Maui and Oahu have increased their production. The 
crop of the various islands this year is as follows :—Hawaii, 115,224 
tons ; Maui, 57,347 ; Oahu, 53,625; Kauai, 63,348. Ewa planta- 
tion is the largest single producer, its crop this year being 21,573 
tons. Hawaiian Commercial and Sugar Company is the next 
largest producer, its crop this year being 17,858 tons. 


4 
B 


j 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported:into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 22nd inst., was 
Cotton Statistics: 180,971, and the number imported during the 
47 weeks ended the 22nd inst., was 2,937,988. 
As regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 22nd 
inst., 8,817 bales, and for the 47 weeks, 325,884. 
For further details see p. 493. 


A formal investigation was held. at the Town Hall, Hyde, on the 
Enqui ‘ndder 20th inst., into the circumstances attending the. 
tos ies explosion. of a boiler at the Alpha Rubber 
heinnit Ack Works, Hyde, on the 12th October last. 

Bageerens Act. The boiler, one of the vertical type, was con- 
structed with a fire-box, having a flat unstayed crown from which 
depended a pan. It was purchased second-hand in 1887 by a 
builder, and having been tested by hydraulic pressure to 120 lbs. 
per square inch, the builder was informed that it could safely be 


_ worked at a pressure of from 60 to 70 lbs. The pressure required 


was 30 or 40 lbs., and the boiler appears to have been worked at 


that pressure until 1889, when the builder’s effects were sold, and 


his brother purchased the boiler. 

‘In 1890 a plate-layer purchased a building at Hyde, together 
with an engine and boiler, and the latter becoming defective in 
1894, he purchased another boiler, the one in possession of the 
builder’s brother. No examination was made by any competent 
person, the plate-layer being satisfied with the information given 
him by the vendor-that in 1887 the boiler was said to he fit for a 
safe working pressure of from 60 to 70 lbs. 

The plate-layer leased the premises to several persons from time 
to time, and in 1895 an india rubber manufactory was established. 
From April, 1897, to April, 1898, the plate-layer assisted in the 
business ; the owner then gave it up, and the plate-layer 
carried it on until November, 1898, when he sold it to a com- 
mercial traveller, remaining as manager at a weekly wage, and 
receiving rent for the hire of the premises with the boiler and 
engine. 

‘The manager cleaned out the boiler every three months, but it 
was never examined by any competent person, and the steam gauge 
was neither tested nor renewed. The boiler was worked at a pres- 
sure of 30 lbs. per square inch, as registered by the steam gauge, 
the safety valve blowing off at that pressure. 


| 
| 
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On the 12th October the boiler was used for the purpose of 
driving a ventilating fan. About 1.30 p.m. the fire was made up, 
the steam stop valve being closed. About 2.15 p.m. the boiler 
exploded, the crown of the fire box collapsed and ruptured for a 
length of: about five feet circumferentially, and the boiler was 
projected through the roof of the boiler house, and landed about 
45 feet from its original position. 

The Court found that the steam gauge was inoperative, the 
safety valve being loaded to 71 instead of 30 lbs., as the owner 
supposed. 

‘hat having regard to its construction, the boiler, when new, 
was not fit for a safe working pressure exceeding that of 20 lbs. 
per square inch. That it had for a long time been worked at an 
excessive pressure, causing the crown of the firebox to part, and 
the material to be. strained beyond its elastic limit until it 
ultimately gave way. 

That neither the owner nor the user had caused the boiler to be 
examined by a competent person, and that the explosion was 
caused by their neglect. 

Having regard to all the circumstances of the case and to 
the means of the parties, the Court ordered the owner and user 
each to pay the sum of 2/. towards the costs and expenses of the 
Investigation, 


GIBRALTAR. 


In a report Le at the Colonial Office, from Sir George White, 

V.C., Governor of Gibraltar, it is stated that 

Industries. the chief industries are those in connection with 

' «.. shipping, and at the foundries and yards at the 

North Front boats, lighters, and steam launches are built and 

repaired, and extensive repairs are often carried out to both hulls 
and.machinery of vessels calling there. 

There is also a considerable trade in tobacco, swhich-i is iaameatedl 
in the leaf from the United States and Manilla. A large quantity 
is re-exported in its unmanufactured state to other Mediterranean 
ports, and the remainder is manufactured locally, chiefly for saie to 
passing vessels, with which there is a very large trade. 


The legal tender of Gibroitar is British sterling money. Spanish 
money is, however, still freely current, and will 
Currency. no doubt continue to be, since the chief supply 
of labour is drawn from Spanish subjects living 
in the neighbouring towns of Linea, Algeciras, and San oe 


B2 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


The thirteenth annual report of the Vancouver Board of Trade 
(1899-1900) gives the following particulars of 
the salmon fishing industry of the Colony 

. The total salmon pack for British Columbia 

for 1899 amounted to 732,437 cases as given in detail in the sub- 
joined tabular statement of the disposal of the salmon pack, 
compared with 484,161 cases in i898, the total pack for the Fraser 
River being 510,383 cases, including fall fish. The individual 
packs were not usually large owing to the large number of 
canneries, among which the total was divided. The run on Fraser 
River, though very late indeed, was a great improvement on the 
previous year, when the total pack only amounted to 256,101 
cases. 
On Skeena River the run was good, but very poor on Rivers 
Inlet. On Puget Sound an enormous increase in the pack occurred, 
the total being 871,500 cases, as against 355,000 cases in 1898. 
Of the former quantity 497,700 cases were sockeye, the balance 
being spring and fall fish. There is no doubt the very heavy catch 
of sockeye made by traps in Puget Sound had a considerable 
influence in causing the run on Fraser River to be so late, and 
this influence is being felt more and more every year. The same 
number of canneries (17) were operated as during the previous 
year. 


Statement of Disposal of Salmon Pack. 


Eastern Other 
Year. England. Gain. Australasia. Destinations* Total. 

Cases. Cases. Cases. Cases. Cases. 
1394... =m 396,268 76,009 15,078 7,016 494,371 
1895... 7 447,997 79,288 8,882 80,278 566,395 
1896... ibd 525,098 51,041 11,609 13,822 601,570 
1897... josie 777,034 130,815 28,579 79,049 1,015,477 
1898... ...| 355,634 87,881 9,644 31,002 484,161 
1899... .--| 547,682 114,736 41,518 28,501 732,437 


* Including local sales and stocks on hand. 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


The following statement showing the total value of the exports 
Exports in from the different ports of Southern Nigeria 
1899-1900 during the year ended 31st March, 1900, has been 

; prepared from Customs statistics published in the 


“ Government Gazette ” of the Protectorate, for 3lst August last. 
The figures for the preceding year have been added for purposes of 
comparison :— 


ii 
4 
4 
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1898-99. 1899-1900. 
Ports. 
Value. . Value. 
Eastern Division— £ 
New Calabar ... 134,340 146,814 
Central 
Akassa* ... exe 3,565 
Western Division — 
Burntu* — { 217,081 
Warri, Benin, and Sapele 178,984 \ 
774,648 838,955 


* Became of the Protectorate, Ist January, 1900. 
part 


The value of the principal articles exported from the Protectorate 
during thesame periods was as in’ the following table :—_ 


1898-99. 1899-1900. 
Articles. 
| Value. Value. 
Native products— £ £ 
Palm kernels ... ass 305,791 340,218 
Rubber ... | 60,608 105,117 
Lumber .. — 1,315 
Other native products... soe 1,669 7,145 
British and foreign manufactures ve) 3,582 8,194 
£ 774,648 888,955 
| 


SEYCHELLES ISLANDS. 


The report recently issued by the Colonial Office, and already 
referred to, states that steps are now being 
New Industries. taken to work in a systematic manner the 
valuable guano deposits on the Amirantes 
Islands, and it is probable that the export duty on guano will 
become a not inconsiderable source of revenue. 
The collection of mother-of-pearl shell has recently been started 
on the Amirantes, and promises to become an important industry. 
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NORWAY. 


A ie ee inst., has been received at 4 Foreign 
flice, from. H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
ery mee a stating that the Directors of the Bank of Norway 
pesto have decided to increase the capital of the bank 
ie by 3,000,000 kroner—166,666/. The. new 

shares will shortly be offered at 185 per cent. 

The Directors are enabled to take this step by virtue of the 
provisions of a Bank Act passed last summer, and empowering 
them, if required, to double the capital of the bank, which is at 
present 12,500,000 kroner— 694,4441, 


GERMANY. 


A report on the rise, progress and present condition of the 
carbide and acetylene industries in Germany 


The Carbide and by Dr. Rose, H.M. Consul at Stuttgart, has 
Acetylene 
Poon. ar recently been received at the Foreign Office. 
; Dr. Rose prefaces his report. by the following 
remarks :— 


“The following report has been compiled in order to show the 
progress of scientific industrialism in Germany, and to enable the 
British acetylene industry to benefit by the experience which has 
been gained in Germany. 

“ Special attention is directed to the valuable work of the 
German Acetylene Society, to the attitude of the fire insurance 
companies and the State authorities, to the lighting of small towns 
and the adoption of acetylene oil-gas by the German railways. 

“Finally, it may be remarked that in acetylene gas lighting 
the ordinary element of rivalry between the same industries in 
different countries is, to a great extent, absent, as the sphere of 
action of each is limited to its own country. Any advance, there-: 
fore, made by one can only benefit others, and, by the interchange 
of experience and opinion, lead to the establishment of harmonious 
relations and mutual advantages.” (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous 


Series, 540.) 


.FRANCE—MADAGASCAR. 


The “ Journal des Débats” of the 20th inst. states that the 
Economic commercial importance of the French Colony 

* Condition of — of the island of Sainte Marie de Madagascar, 
te a dependency of the General Government of 

Marie. Madagascat, with. an area of about 15,500 
Madagascar. hectares: (hectare = 2°47 acres) shows no'sign 


of development, and, in fact, the imports are.annually decreasing. 


j 
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The.decline:in the prosperity of the Colony is: attributed to 
the continued emigration of the native population to Diego 
Suarez and Tamatave. Since 1888 the population has decreased 
from 7,800 to 3,900, and at the present time the number of 
the adult malo population, between the ages of 16 and 60, 
does. not. exceed 800 or 900. The majority of the native 


population gain their living by fishing, part of the remainder - 


being employed on plantations belonging to Europeans, others 
cultivating land on their own account, but natives seldom 
engage in agriculture as long as they can earn good wages at 
Diego Suarez or Tamatave. A few of the more intelligent of the 
native population own and work coffee, vanilla, and clove plan- 
tations, in fact, most of the 80 tons of cloves harvested in the 
Colony in 1899 was grown on native plantations. As themechanics— 
carpenters, smiths, &c.—leave the Colony to establish themselves 
on the mainland where their prospects of carrying on their trades 
successfully are better, industry is in no better position in the 
Colony than agriculture. Altogether it would appear that the 
annexation of Madagascar has brought about the commercial 
decline of the smaller Colony which has belonged to France 
since 1648, 


ITALY. 
The Italian “ Gazzetta Ufficiale” of the 14th inst. states! that the 


Shipbuilding . numbered 188, of an aggregate gross tonnage of 
Industry in 1899. 412687 tons (net tonnage of 33,802 tons), and a 
value, including fittings and machinery, of 647,000/.. In 1898 
the number of vessels built was 163, of a gross tonnage of 27,721 
tons (net tonnage 19,478), and a value of 489,0001. Of the vessels 
built in 1899, 22 were steamers of an aggregate gross tonnage of 
41,388 tons, onl 166 were sailing vessels, tonnage 7,299 tons. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of the programme of the Third International Exhi- 


ae - bition of Appliances to be opened in Rome on 
os Roms the 15th prox., and continued open throughout . 


January. The exhibition will include specimens 
of the products of Agriculture, Industry and Commerce, Hygiene, 
Fine Arts, Chemicals, Machinery, Electricity, Automobiles, Photo- 
graphy, Mechanical Industries, Manufacturing Industries, and Food ~ 
Products.. A special section will be devoted to appliances 
preventing collisions on railways and at sea by mechanical means, 


The names of intending exhibitors and, the description of thaie ; 


exhibits should be received not later than the 5th prox., and’ the 


ships built in Italian yards in the year 1899. 
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articles for exhibition should be in Rome in the exhibition 
buildings by 10th prox. 
Communications should be addressed— 
Dirézione della Terza Esposizione Campionaria, Roma. 
Other particulars (in Italian) may be consulted at the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, SW. between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


UNITED STATES. 


The New York “Journal of Commerce” of 5th inst., quoting from 
Detroit Stove the latest bulletin issued by Labour Commissioner 
Ind: Cox, states that Detroit is one of the greatest, if 
nanny not the greatest, stove manufacturing centre in 
the world, the product of its three factories being over 215,000 stoves 
annually, and over 2,500 persons are employed in the industry. 
Twenty establishments in Michigan where stoves are made were 
visited by the inspectors of the labour bureau. The factories were 
established in ten different cities. They have been in operation an 
average period of 16 years each, and have an aggregate capital of 
over 673,700. 

In the year 1899 these factories manufactured 368,521 stoves, 
and 3,542 furnaces. Eight of the 20 factories also manufacture 
other articles. The value of their output for the year was more 
than 1,261,800/. Nineteen of the 20 factories report that their 
output for 1900 will be as large as in 1899, only one firm reporting 
a smaller output. Fourteen firms report that their output will 
exceed that of 1899. The aggregate number of employés outside 
oo employés was 4,199 persons, or an average of 210 for each 

ry. 


SANTO DOMINGO. 


H.M. Consul at Santo Domingo reports to the Foreign Office that the 
year 1899 was one of political and commercial 
Trade in 1899. agitation in the Republic. The depreciated 
currency was the principal cause of the general 
distress. After the assassination of President Heureaux, in July, 
the country was in such a state financially that the incoming 
Government found itself saddled with a difficult task. The first 
step taken by them, the demonetisation of the paper currency, 
a dollar of which at that time was worth 4 cents of a United 
States dollar, was the only logical solution of the difficulty, but it 
left the country with an insufficient amount of currency. 
’ In addition to this the obligation of recalling the paper remained. 


al 
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Up to the date of the report* nothing satisfactory had been done 
towards this end. 

' The Consul continues as follows :—‘“ From time to time sums of 
American gold have been sold at auction for paper currency, and 
the Government has just passed. a Decree allowing 50 per cent. of 
the port charges to be paid in paper at 5 to 1. 

“These measures, although of some benefit, are not satisfactory 
to the majority of the holders of the paper, who are principally 
foreign merchants resident in the country. Some of these are 
demanding an immediate settlement and threaten to put their 
cases into the hands of their Governments, while others seem to 
think it wiser to wait. At present the Government is unable to 
make a complete settlement. 

‘During the year exports have increased and imports decreased. 

‘“‘The sugar crop, although short in some localities, has been in 
the main profitable owing to the good prices which prevailed and 
the extraordinary cheapness of labour. The coffee, cocoa and 
tobacco crops also have been: good, and these products are exported 
in ssmnaaey quantities and of better quality, principally to 
Germany. igh import duties prevent the imports of Santo 
Domingo from becoming important; nothing but the cheapest 
merchandise can be imported, as when the duties are paid, the very 
worst qualities of goods become exceedingly expensive. From a 
= standpoint also the situation cannot be regarded as satis- 
actory. One uprising has already taken place ond 4 there is much 
disaffection in various localities. There is no particular cause for 
such a state of affairs unless it be the late contract made between 

*the Government and the Santo Domingo Improvement Company 

who, representing the creditors of the Government, collect the 
Customs revenues. The contract is unpopular throughout the 
country.” 

Figures are also given in the above report showing the total 
= of the imports and exports in 1899 to have been as 
‘ollows :-— 


ae Value. Duties. 


Gold Dollars. Gold Dollars. 


390,326 
Total ...  ...| 5,828,612 1,556,265 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,537.) 


* The report was received at the Foreign Office on the 26th ult. 
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GUATEMALA: 

The United States at report 
F ult., writes as follows on. the openings for trade 
in that,country :—‘ After a careful 

pen among the importers’ of Guatemala, I find that 
cheap and flashy articles attract‘the buyer rather 
than those more. expensive but of quiet colouring. ‘The articles of 
ve and underwear imported for local use are of ‘the cheapest 
grade... 
“ For the past few months I have endeavoured: to ascertain the 
reason for the monopoly of the import trade by England, France, 
and Germany. I find that all these countries have resident: sales- 
men here, with display rooms in which to show their goods. This 
affords the dealers an opportunity ‘to -select~ from» numberless 
varieties of fabric and qualities, and by this means telegraphic orders 
can, be sent, and the goods:arrive in a reasonably short time. The 
representatives of the foreign houses usually make their head- 
quarters. in this city, having their warehouses stocked to supply 
the immediate wants of the trade. When: business is quiet: here, 
they make trips into Salvador, Honduras, and Costa Rica, carrying 
with them all necessary samples and supplying from their head- 
quarters at Guatemala City, This resident system is also a 
protection to their houses, for, if a firm has financial difficulties, 
they are on the spot to protect their principals and usually get 
their accounts im money or goods. «2 2” 


According to the “‘ Moniteur, Officiel du Commerce ” of 15th inst., 
communication from Mr. Ch. R. Vantos,. 
of Director-General, announces that the General. 
-imgtion Oe Information Office (Department of Immigration) 
has recently been re-organised, and its work; 
and scope of action increased. The Department. will henceforth. 
issue a monthly review, which will be published regularly in 
English and French. The Information Office, adds Mr. Vantos, 
will be very pleased to furnish at any time any special information 
regarding Paraguay that may be desired. 


Har 


In—a~report -on~the-trade of Uruguay for 1899, recently, 

received at the Foreign Office’ from H.M:” 
Wool Industry. Legation at-Montevideo, it~is~stated that the 
Argentine Republic was-the-principal: buyer of 
wool during 1899! Germany; France and Belginm following in the 
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order named ; the wool going to the Argentine Republic would be, 
no doubt, for re-exportation to other countries. ' 
aie following table shows who were the buyers of wool in 


“Country. | Quantity. Value. 
+ 

| 1,000 kilos. | Dollars. 

Argentina 10,134 4,048,633 
Portugal 2 832 
Italy a | 678 825,887 
United States ...’ 27 12,777 
United Kingdom ... af 1,723 787,195 
Spain me 4 2,131 
Germany ... 10,839 3,454,911 
Total 39,314 ‘14,271,628 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,538.) 


JAPAN. 

The “Japan Weekly Mail” of 6th ult. publishes the text of 

Imperial Ordinance No. 380 promulgated in 
Foreign Insurance 4), « Official Gazette” for regulating insurance 
businesses conducted in Japan by foreign 
companies. The above may be seen by those interested on applica- 
tion at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


Business. 


According to. the “Japan Weekly Mail” of 13th ult., official 
_ sanction was granted on 18th September, for 
Taxation in Tokio. the establishment of a special system of taxation 
in Tokio, as to which application for’ official 
permission had been forwarded to’ the Ministers of Finance and . 
Home Affairs in aecordance with a. decision of the Municipal 
Assembly in February of this year. Some revisions were made by - 
a later meeting in July, and submitted to the authorities for 
sanction. A list of the special taxes and the rates of taxation, as 
published in the above-mentioned paper, can be seen on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 
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KOREA. 


According to “ Kuhlow’s German Trade Review” of the 14th 
inst., railway construction in Korea is makin 
progress, and the Séul-Chemulpo Railway 
eieeniention opened for traffic throughout its whole extent 
on 8th June. The concession to construct this 
railway was originally obtained by Mr. James R. Morse, President 
of the American Trading Company, Yokohama, who commenced 
the work in March, 1897 ; but later on the right was transferred 
to the syndicate formed by Baron Shikisawa, Baron Iwasaki, Messrs. 
Mitsui, Yasuda, Okura, and other influential Japanese, the transfer 
having taken place in January, 1899. In May of the same year 
the syndicate was converted into a limited company, and the work of 
construction has been vigorously pushed on ever since. The section 
between Chemulpo and Roryangjin, a distance of 20 miles, was 
opened for traffic in September last. The most difficult pavt of the 
work on the then uncompleted section was the construction 
of the railway bridge across the River Han-gang, which is 
230 yards wide. This has now been successfully completed, 
and the whole length of 26 miles is open for traffic. The line 
is on the wide gauge system, and its aggregate cost has been 
2,200,000 yen (223,000/.). It will be formally opened in a month 
or two by Baron Shikisawa, who will visit Séul for the purpose. 
An electricrailway, under the managementof an American Company, 
is now open at Séul, and is doing fairly well, although some of the 
natives view the “spirit” which works it with apprehension, and 
sometimes make attempts to destroy the plant. Various other 
developments in the applications of electricity are taking place, 
and now Sdul has the largest electric plant in the Far East, with 
the exception of that of Tokio. On 4th June it was officially 
announced that a telegraphic service between the Fusan and 
Chemulpo post-offices on the one side, and various places in China, 
via Séul and Wijn, on the other, had been opened. The fee for 
the service within the limits of Korea is fixed at 20 sen per word, 
while that between Korea and China is 62 sen per word. It is 
further notified that the officials will not be responsible for mistakes 
made in figures, or for delay or non-transmission under the present 
circumstances. A considerable number of mining concessions 
have been granted, but as yet it is impossible to say how they will 
turn out. 


qi 
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Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 47 Weeks ended 22nd November, 1900. 


Week ended 47 Weeks ended 
—o 22nd November, | 22nd November, 
1900. 1900. 
IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American ... 161,701 2,358,363 
Brazilian ... 8,272 117,105 
East Indian te se 2,174 73,762 
Egyptian... 13,822 325,788 
Miscellaneous 2 62,975 
Total 180,971 2,937,988 
Exports, 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American oid 5,689 200,364 
Brazilian ... ae on 279 12,383 
East Indian rors eee 972 34,400 
Egypuan... 1,338 68,869 
Miscellaneous... 539 9,868 
Total 8,817 325,884 


. 
| 
il 
- 


494, 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


[Nov. 29, 1900. 


Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
24th November, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


—_— Quantities Sold. | Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat ove ose ose 48,045 2 
Oats eee eee eee 17,125 2 17 0 


. Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
6 to 1899 :— 


from 1 
| 
ax Quantities Sold. } Average Price. 
Corre- | 
mding | 
eek in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats, Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
| 
Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. a. 8. d, & 
1896 61,585 3 (183,209 1 | 16,489 5 834 26 9 
1897 e.| 83,799 3 (173,774 3 18,160 0 38 8 25 9 16 8 
1898 eo| 87,393 O |227,394 1 23,855 5 27 9 28 4 1.17 1 
1899 67,308 .1 |164,362 7 17,047 3 25 8 1:48:27 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel o1 by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial 


and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


unds for every bushel of bariey, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce enpiiel into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
24th November, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
’ 24th Nov., ing week 
1900. in 1899. 
Animals, living , 
Oxen, balla, and calves... Number 9,250 7,082 
Sheep and lambs... soe ” 8,525 4,076 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef eee ooo eee eee Cwts. 76,128 51,637 
Mutton... ose eee 55,885 61,463 
preserved meat:— / 
ove Cwta, 115,077 88,236 
Pork 3,109 2,429 
eat, unenumerated, salted. or ‘fresh 13,277 11,598 
eat, preserved, otherwise than bysalting ” 29,580 20,596 
and substitutes :— 
Milk, 16,046 20,698 
Milk’ and cream, “fresh or preserved, 
than condensed milk ese 623 25 
Hunde, 292,920 406,447 
and game Value £ 8,426 9,77 
dead (not tinned) Cwts. 16,938 12,857 
Lard . 87,740 34,446 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Whea Cwts, 1,006,800 1,223,600 
Peas Wierd, 25,900 81,400 
Maize or Indian corn 1,241,000 1,451 900 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts. Bushels, 
‘Apples... by the 127,824 
Apricots and peaches* ope 1900. 
Cwts, Bushels. 
ra oer ose 12,914 14,880 
ges. slaves 1900 102,954 292,431 
Pears 10,584 4,560 
Plums eee eee oqe eee 275 
Strawberries* ... ane 
Unenumerated ... ave 1,554 20,988 
Hay oe eee oe oe Tons, 1,083 3,101 
Hops ... Owta, 10,530 4,674 
raw :— 
* These fruits were warp with fruit ee prior to rh 
Included with vegetables prior to 1900. 
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'GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of October, 1900, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy. either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in October ; 
Fair Wages in Public Contracts; Amendment of German Accident 
Insurance Law; Wages of Agricultural Labourers from 1850 to 
1899; Labour Disputes in France in 1899; Profit Sharing in 
1899 by Co-operative Societies, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Companies (Winding-up). Ninth General Annual Report by the 
Board of Trade under Section 29 of the Companies (Winding-up) 
Act, 1890. 317. Price 8d. y 

This report shows that the total number of cases in which wind- 
ing-up proceedings were commenced during the year 1899 was 
1,798, the amount of capital involved being 76,927,826/., these 
figures being larger than those for any of the preceding years. 
Whilst a certain proportion of winding-up cases consists of re-con- 
structions, amalgamations, and other liquidations which involve no 
loss to shareholders, it is estimated that three-fourthsof the total 
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number of companies concerned, and 63 per cent. of the capital 
would represent the insolvent class. On this basis the total 
quantum of bankrupt companies for 1899 would be 1,345 com- 
panies, representing a capital of 21,000,000. subscribed by the 
public, and 27,000,000/. in vendors’ shares. Of the winding-up 
cases in 1899, 1, 685 were vuluntary liquidations under the Act of 
1862, 37 of them being subject to the supervision of the Court, 
and 108 were compulsory liquidations by order of the Court under 
the Act of 1890. 


Tea and Coffee.—Statement showing the Imports of Tea and 
Coffee into the Principal Countries of Europe, and into the United 
States: together with Statistical Tubles relating thereto for recent 
years as fur as the particulars can be stated. Od. 351. Price 44d. 


This is the first number of a Memorandum, with Returns relating 
to the Production and Consumption of Tea and Coffee in the 
principal Countries of the World, which has been prepared in the 
Commercial, Labour and Statistical Department of the Board of 
Trade. 

The statements given.in the Return have in all cases been 
compiled from statistics issued by the Governments of the different 
countries referred to. 

With regard to Tea, in the case of India and Japan, the statistics, 
both of = and of export, are fairly complete, whilst as 
regards Ceylon and China the exports only can be given. 

With regard to Coffee, the returns are less complete, statistical 
science being as yet almost unknown in those States of Central 
and South America where Coffee is chiefly produced. It has been 
found necessary, therefore, to deal in these cases with the statistics 
of importation into the principal countries of Europe and the 
United States where Coffee is chiefly consumed. 

The Return shows how very largely both Tea and Coffee have 
been increasing of late years as articles of consumption—more 
particularly as regards Tea in the United Kingdom, and as regards 
Coffee in the United States of America. 

For purposes of comparison, figures have been added relative to 
the consumption of Tea and Coffee in the years 1898 and 1899 in 
the British Colonies of Australia, New Zealand, and the Dominion 
of Canada. From these it will be remarked that, though the con- 
sumption of Coffee is small in these Colonies, the consumption of 
‘Tea, in proportion to the population, is very large, erememnene in 
the case of Australia and New Zealand. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Rerorts of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. | Price. 
2871 Denmark (1898. d. 
2372 Senegal and encies de and d. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) case) 23d. 
2374 Denmark. (1%96-7 to 1900-1)... ‘ss 13d. 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1597-1900... pee is ld. 
2376 Naples (is99) .. oon 2d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) 3d. 
2379 Hiogo anu Osaka (1898) 14d. 
2380 Venice (1+98-99) 2d. 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 98- oss 
2882 New Orleans and District sa 
2385 Thessaly (1899) bin ld. 
2386 Netherlands (1899) __.... 13d. 
2387 Havre (1899) ... 2d. 
2389 Para (1898-99) ld. 
2390 Italy (189s and 1899) . 
2391 Texas (189) . 2d. 
2392 Curagoa and Dependencies cases) 2d. 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1849) .. 14d. 
2394 Charlestown and District ljd. 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) bi | 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas ooo | 
2397 Japan (1899) . oh | 
2398 | Baltimore (1899) 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimaue (1899) ld. 
2400 Germany (1399) | 
2401 Stockholm and Kart Swedish Coast (1808) 23d. 
2403 Pomerania (1899) bie 3d. 
2405 Palestine (1899) ld. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) 2d. 
2407 Corunna and District (15!) ‘ | 23d. 
2408 | Patras and District (1899) | 4d. 
2409 Calais (1899) ... ots | 2d. 
2413 Lombardy (1899) 1d. 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) | 2d, 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) oe me we 3d. 
2416 Trieste (1899) .. | 
2417 Leghorn and Ancona (1899) aoe a 2d. 
2418 Corsica (1899) eee ld. 
2419 Samoa (1899) ... wie ld. 
2420 Malaga (1899) | Bd. 
2421 Ningpo (1899) | ld, 
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Rosario (1899) 

New York (1899) 
Batoum (1899) 

Poland (1899) 

Paraguay (1899) 

Beira (1899) ... 
Bussorah (1899) 
Ichang (1899)... cee 
Shasbih (1899) oes 
Hamburg (1899) 
Wuchow (1899) 
Philadelphia (1899) 
Foochow (1899) 

Nice and District 
Philippine Islands 
Pakhoi (1899) 

Genoa (1899) 
Amsterdam (1899) 
Pondicherry (1899) .. 
Beirut (1899) oe 
Persian Gulf (1899) 
Swatow (1899) 
Yokohama (1899) 

Bilbao (1899) 

Dunkirk (1899) 
Taganrog (1899) 
Switzerland (1899) 
Hangchow (1899) 

Baden (1899) .. eee 
Canary Islands (1899) ove 


(1899)... 
poli (1899) eee 
Powe Alegre (1899)... 
Denmark (1899) 
Bengazi (1899) ese 
Wuhu (1899) ... 
Elba (1899) ... 
Baghdad (1899) ove 
Barcelona (1899) ase 
Goa (1899)... 
Smyrna (1899) ose 
Honduras (1899) 
Sonora (1899) 
Porto Rico (1899) es 
Caracas (1899) «i 
Samshui (1899) ose 


Salonica (1899) 
Chinkiang (1899) 


Bahia (1899) 

Norway (1899) in 
Algeria (1899) ose 
Cuba (1899) ... ose 


Sardinia (13899) ses 
Rio de Janeiro (1899) ... 
Boston (1899)... 
Erzeroum (1899) 
Chefoo (1899) 


= 


Re 


ld 


REEERRE 


|| 
No, | 
2422 
2426 “| aia. 
q 2427 “ee eee ore 1 d 
2429 de a 
2431 
2441 eee eee 
2442 
2445 
2461 
2462 
2463 
2464 
2465 
2466 
2467 
2470 
2473 eee eee eee 
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No. Place. Price. 

- 2480 Buenos Ayres (1899) ose 2d. 

2481 Chile (1899) ... ese ove 3d. 

2482 Greece (Finances in 1900) 13d, 

- 2483 Austria-Hungary (1899) one pos 2d. 
2484 .| Frankfort-on-Main (1899) 3d. 

2485 French Indo-China _... be 
2486 Roumania (1899) rtm * 

2487 Tientsin (1899) on | 

2488 Guatemala (1899) pil | 
Gothenburg (1899) 2; we 23d. 

2491 Brunei and Sarawak (1899) 1d. 

2492 || Hawaiian Islands (1899) ld. 

2493 Bulgaria (1899) ios | 43d. 

2496 | Lecce (1899) . oes ooo | 
2497 Central Africa Protectorate (1899) ose | 

2498 Society Islands (1899)... it 

2501 Kiungchow (1899) we ld. 

. 2502 | Amoy (1899) ... 
2504 Switzerland (Textiles in ‘1898) ‘ 23d. 
2506 San Francisco (1899) ... oe 23d. 

2507 .| Northern Portugal (1899) ive 14d. 
.2509 Port Said and Suez (1899) ld. 

2510 Portland (Oregon) (1899) ose | 

2611 Corea (1899) ... sos oes bee 
2512 Canton (1899) | 1d; 
2513. | Madagascar (1899) ld. 
2514 Dutch and French Guiana 
2516 Dantzig, Konigsberg and Memel Cases) 2d. 

. 2618 Chiengmai (1899) ins 1d. 

-2520 | . Zanzibar (1899) wee 1d. 

. 2522 Odessa and District (1899 
2524 South Italy (1899) Supplementary = abi oon | 
2525 North Formosa (1899) .. wt 
2528 Bangkok (1899) = lid. 
2529 | Sicily (1899) ... 
2530 | . Iceland (1897-99) 
2531 Adis Abbaba and Harrar (1899- -1900) 6d. 

2532 | Wurtemberg (1899-1900) we 

.| Khorassan (1899-1900) ... oon ld. 
2524 Caucasus (Agriculture 1900) at oi 
25385 St. Petersburg (1899) | 
2536 | East Africa Protectorate (1899) .. 

2538 Urueuay (1899) wee id. 


4 
4 
& 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No Price 

‘ 519 Belgiwm.—F lax Industry of Courtrai_... Ad. 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies ose 5d. 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ... ld. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... ove dd. 

523 Russia. p> oe rt on the Russian Coal Crisis en dd. 


524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 ld. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 
of “Iron and Ironware,” and “Implements, Machines,’’ 


&c., from 1897 to 1899 3d. 
526 United States. —Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American 
Lakes 2d. 
527 Tripoli. — Agriculture, Horticulture, and ‘other Natural Re- 
sources of Tripoli... 2d. 
528 Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the year 
ending June 30, 1899 3d. 
529 Russia.—Report on the Waterway between the Baltic and 
530 | Brazil.—Report on the State of ‘Amazonas ose | 
531 Austria-Hungary.—Report on State seater to In- 
dustry in Hungary 
532 United States. —Mining Industry of Colorado ose ae ld. 
533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway .. 33d. 
534 Belgium.—Report on the present state of the Belgian Coal, } 
Metal, and Glass Industries... nee 4d. 


535 Germany. —Report on German East Africa, 1892 to 1899 ... xd. 
536 Germany.—Extension of German Subsidised Mail Steamers 


to South Africa eee 1d. 
537 United States—Cattle Trade in Kansas ... 4d. 
538 Spain.—Mining Industry in Galicia ve ld. 
539 Japan.—Agriculture and horse and cattle breeding ‘in Kago- 
shima Prefecture... ld. 
540 Germany.—Report on Carbide of. Calcium and Acetylene in 
Germany .. 2d. 
541 United States. —Rep- rt on Mining in the Butte ‘District of 
Montana. ld. 
542 Switzerland.—Br:t!sh Trade with Switzerland for the year ) 
1899 23d. 
Treaty Series. 
The of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 
No. | Price. 
] Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin ... 4d, 
2 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the | 


exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 4d. 
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Treaty Series—continued. 


No. 


10 


11 


19 


21 


Declaration between the United Kingdom and France “ 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th Decem 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 
two countries 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and the Gran 
Duchy of Luxemburg ama the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International 
of 3lst May, 1865 


__ International Sanitary Convention 


Convention and Declaration between the United ‘Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions ... se 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration _... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 
lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 
countries .. 

Accession of the Republic of Uruguay to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
bad of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 

International Convention respecting the Liquor traffic in 

Treaty of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation between 
the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay ... 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 
to the Registration of British Subjects in Siam .. 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America relative to the disposal of real and per- 
sonal property 

Convention bowen the United ‘Kingdom and France for the 
establishment of a parcel post service between France and 
the British Colonies of Ceylon, Hong Kong, and the Straits 
Settlements... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
Costa Rica for the reciprocal protection of trade marks, &c. 

Additional Convention, supplementary to Convention of 7th 
September, 1888, respecting the exchange of parcels by 
parcel post between France and Mauritius ; 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam, relative 
to Taxation on Land held or owned ng British gaat 
in Siam eee 


13d, 
4d. 
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Government Publications. 
COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding tenet Fleet Street, E.C.:— 

Annual. 

No, | Place. Price. 

283 Jamaica we ee eee eee see 4d. 

284 Lagos ae ove ove eee 

285 | Seychelles’... eee | 

286 | Christmas and Cocos-Keeling Islands... oss | 

287 ~=©Straits Settlements... vee ow | 

288 | Basutoland eee eee ees eee eee 3d, 

290 British Guiana ove ow | 3d. 

292 British New Guinea | 3d. 

294 Barbados | 

; 296 eee | 2d. 
297 Perks ‘and Caicos Islands 

301 Seychelles... | 3d. 

302 Mauritius and Rodrigues Sad. 

303 Trinidad and Tobago ... 23d. 

304 Straits Settlements _ 

305 | Gibraltar | 1}d. 

Miscellaneous. 
No. | Place. — Price. 

1 Gold Coast ... Economic Agriculture | 3d. 

2 Zululand... Forests 2d. 

3 Sierra Leone... Geology and Botany 

4 Canada Emigration iv 1d. 

5 Bahamas Sisal Industry | Aad. 

6 Hong Kong ..: Bubonic Plague a. x 

7 Newfoundland Mineral Resources «| Le. Od. 

8 Western Paci ‘ic British Solomon Islands... 45d. 

9 Dominica... Agriculture -| 94d. 

10 Virgin Islands Condition during 1897 4hd, 

11 Grenada... Agriculture in Carriacou 

12 Anguilla... ... Vital Statistica, 1898 14d. 

13 Cook Islands... Trade 1899 1 

14 Bahamas... <n «| Notes on the planting of the Pita. 4d. 

Plant and the extraction and 
preparation of the Fibre 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 


it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not ® 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Emcee and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, d&c., ke. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branth and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper ©. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Hyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in Hast Harding Street, Fetter Lane 
London, E.C., price 23d. 
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